UN Ethic:pia

December 2025

The UN in Ethiopia has identified five our interconnected outcomes that will guide its development

cooperation over the next five years:

‘ Peace and Governance

Inclusive Economy, Food Systems and Energy
‘ Social Services and Protection
‘ Environmental Sustainability, Resilience and

Preparedness

‘ Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women
and Young People
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Each year, the International Day
of Persons with Disabilities
reminds the world that inclusion
| is essential for equitable and
‘ sustainable development.The

2025 global theme, “Fostering
Disability-Inclusive Societies for
Advancing Social Progress,” calls
on governments, institutions, and
communities to create systems

where children and adults with
disabilities can fully participate and
reach their potential.

For me, this message is both global
and deeply personal. | became
person with a hearing disabi
at 16, just as | entered Gp
The transition was sudg
life changing. | was fort
have supportive teac
friends who cared ab
wellbeing. Their enco
kept me connected to
and community. Yet des
support, | faced significa
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| had no access to sign languag
or interpretation services, making
it difficult to follow lessons,
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https://ethiopia.un.org/en/308753-building-inclusion

From Barriers to Opportunity: Fardowsa’s Story of
Empowerment and Resilience

Fardowsa Omer.

Once struggling to feed her family
Fardowsa now runs a thriving livestock
cooperative, saves for the future, and
speaks out against violence now in her

is Fardowsa Omer. | am 40
live in Jigjiga VWoreda,
with my husband, our
d my mother.We are
welve, and like many
mmunity, we have

ke ends meet.

al education and few job
es, | spent most of my life
g on my husband to provide
our family. | took whatever small
work | could find, like cleaning houses
or selling fruits around the village, just
to feed my children.

Life in Somali Region has become

even harder in recent years.The long
droughts, rising food prices, and limited
job opportunities have made survival

a daily struggle. My husband used to
work as a part-time driver, but lately,
there has been no work. | did my

best to support my family, but what |
earned was never enough to feed my
children.

Through UN Women'’s project, |

was selected to join a cooperative

of 15 women. It’s the first time I've
ever been part of something like

this. Together, we decided to start a
livestock trading business, buying goats
and sheep at lower prices from small
towns more than 600 kilometers away
and selling them here in Jigjiga for
profit. We named our group Horseed
Cooperative, meaning “pioneer” in

Somali. Each member has a role; some
buy the livestock, others handle sales,
and others manage the cash flow.As
chair of the cooperative, | oversee our
daily operations and ensure everything
runs smoothly.

With an initial capital of 144,653
ETB (=1,148 USD) funded by UN
Women, our cooperative began
its journey. In just eight months,
our capital grew to 250,000 ETB
(=1,786 USD), and our profits
reached an impressive 72.8%,
marking a transformative start for
our business and our lives.We plan
to expand our business to include
cattle and camels in the future.
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https://ethiopia.un.org/en/309079-barriers-opportunity-fardowsa%E2%80%99s-story-empowerment-and-resilience

From Hardship to Hope
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Through the Biqu
Wetat (1\¢ M)
programme,
meaning “capable
youth”in Amharic,
UNICEF and

the Mastercard
Foundation are
helping restore
livelihoods

and dignity

by revitalizing
vocational training.

After years of conflict in northern Ethiopia that deprived countless young people of
opportunities, a new chapter of hope is emerging.

In the Tigray region of Ethiopia,
young people are turning
determination into opportunity,
proving that with the right support,
hope can lead to transformation.

After years of conflict in northern
Ethiopia that deprived countless
young people of opportunities, a
new chapter of hope is emerging.
Through the Biqu Wetat (1€ ™M)
programme, meaning “capable
youth” in Amharic, UNICEF and the

Mastercard Foundation are helping
restore livelihoods and dignity by
revitalizing vocational training.

Saron, 24 years old, is enrolled

in the solar panel installation

and maintenance training.The
programme restored hope for her
after challenging times:

"Since my father's death, my

older brother was supporting

the family financially," says Saron.
"Unfortunately, he lost his life during
the recent conflict. Now | live alone

with my mother, and | am the one
who provides for us."

"The training is very practical,

which is what | like most about i
continues Saron. "Once comp
| want to help my communi
sharing my technical skills.
there is a growing deman
panels, so | am confident
start my own business."

Gebremedhin, 26 years o
young man living with a h
disability. Highly motivated,
to use solar energy to make
difference in his rural communit
"Because of my disability, | am more
inclined towards practical training:
‘learning by doing’.That's why |

like this training, which is related

to installation and maintenance,"
says Gebremedhin. "Once | have
completed my training, | want to
bring this solar solution to my rural
community, where many people still
rely on expensive fuel. | have always
believed that solar energy is the
future because it is unlimited and

much more affordable.”
—
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https://ethiopia.un.org/en/309086-hardship-hope

HIV Response Meets Disability Inclusion: Advancing an Equitable

Future

UNAIDS Ethiopia, in partnership
with the UN Resident Coordinator’s
Office (RCO) and other UN
agencies, commemorated World
AIDS Day under the theme
“Overcoming Disruptions,
Transforming the AIDS Response”
and the International Day of Persons
with Disabilities with the theme
“Fostering Disability-Inclusive
Societies for Advancing Social
Progress.”

The event celebrated progress in the
HIV response while emphasizing the
ts, inclusion, and empowerment
ons with disabilities. It

a platform for reflection,

d collaboration to

lenges at the intersection
isability.

ssion brought together
, the Ministry of
epresentatives from

s of people living with

V) and persons with

ies (PWDs). Panelists

ighted the critical need for
robust data, inclusive planning, and
meaningful community engagement
to ensure that programs and policies
truly reach those most affected.

‘Communities are not merely
beneficiaries’

“From a community perspective, the
event was timely and highly relevant,
especially given the shrinking HIV
funding landscape. It created an
important space to acknowledge the
reality on the ground, where funding
reductions are already causing
service disruptions, increasing
vulnerability, and creating uncertainty
for people living with and affected by
HIV,” says Kassahun Tadesse, Chief
Executive Director, Network of
Networks of HIV Positive in Ethiopia

(NEP+) .

The discussion underscored that
communities are not merely
beneficiaries but essential
implementers. Inclusivity was another
key takeaway, emphasizing the need
to ensure meaningful engagement

of PLHIV, key populations, women,
and young people - including HIV-
positive persons with disabilities - in
funding decisions, priority setting, and
transition planning.

Full story

Advancing Rights, Inclusion, and Dignity

Centering Women and Girls with Disabilities

Gender and disability intersect in
powerful ways.Women and girls with
disabilities often face compounded
discrimination, heightened risks

of violence, and limited access to
education and health services, yet
they also demonstrate extraordinary
leadership and resilience. Reflecting
this reality, Ms. Martha Belayneh,
Abilis Country Coordinator, states:

“Women and girls with disabilities
face intersecting barriers to
education, health, safety, and
opportunity, yet they show
remarkable resilience every day. My

commitment is to ensure they are
spoken with, not for, and centered
as leaders in shaping the solutions
that affect their lives. True progress
means every woman and girl with
a disability can live with dignity,
freedom, and equal opportunity.”

Her words echo a core UN principle:
policies must be designed with
persons with disabilities, not merely
for them. Participation transforms
programs into partnerships and
ensures solutions are grounded in
lived experience.

Full story
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Climate Smart Agriculture Transforms Women’s Livelihoods

Hawa in her backyard with samples of harvested vegetable products.

Asma Bilal, 22, was displaced from

her village in Oromia region eight
years ago due to conflict. Once living
comfortably on her husband’s income,
she spent five years in an Internally
Displaced Persons(IDP) camp in Dire
Dawa city, relying on aid.

Later; her family relocated to Jedane
village, Shine District, in the Somali
region, receiving a |150-square-meter
homestead land from the government.
“The land was flood prone and
covered in invasive bushes. Frequent
droughts also occur making life
harder;” said Asma narrating her shared
difficult experience with other 250
households on the same relocation
site. Her situation changed with the

arrival of the UN Women supported
Climate Resilient Agriculture project;
Resilience and Institutional Support to
Empower Women (RISE).

Asma volunteered her land for
establishment of a demonstration
site for her and other women to
learn climate adaptive agricultural
techniques. Despite doubts about
the land’s condition, project experts
rehabilitated it, turning it into a
productive garden.Asma began
growing drought tolerant and early
maturing vegetables, feeding her family
and earning income from the surplus.
Previously unfamiliar with farming,
Asma now earns about 12,000 birr
(100USD) monthly from vegetable

Asma volunteered her land for establishment of a
demonstration site for her and other women to learn
climate adaptive agricultural techniques. Despite doubts
about the land’s condition, project experts rehabilitated it,
turning it into a productive garden. Asma began growing
drought tolerant and early maturing vegetables, feeding
her family and earning income from the surplus.
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sales. “Before, | never practiced
agriculture and even teased those who
did. Now, | see its value in sustaining

livelihoods,”’ she said.

Mohamed Korane, the proje
Climate Smart Agriculture
expert, noted the succes
training displaced wom
farming background b
vulnerable women and
accessible training, “W
demonstration site and
to farm their backyards
drought resistant crops.
training sessions consideri
household duties helped incr
participation. Seeing the results
motivated others to join,” he explained
adding on the value,“This is my first
experience working with displaced
women. Watching them transform
their backyards into productive

spaces has shown me how effective
women can be in agriculture when

empowered.” ‘ '
Q‘ |
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https://ethiopia.un.org/en/309143-climate-smart-agriculture-transforms%C2%A0-women%E2%80%99s-livelihoods

ILO launches digital agri-business hub in Hawassa, Sidama Region of

Ethiopia

H.E. Desta Ledamo, President of the Sidama Region, ILO Country Director, and partners engaging with people in
poultry busines

The Sidama Region of Ethiopia has
launched the AgriConnect Digital
Agri-Business Hub, unlocking new
opportunities for farmers, youth

and women entrepreneurs to
access real-time market information,
digital advisory services, improved
technologies, and stronger value-
chain linkages, advancing productivity,
competitiveness, and decent

work across the region’s growing
agribusiness sector.

The Hub was jointly launched by
H.E. Desta Ledamo, President of the
Sidama Region, the ILO Country
Director, and regional partners in
collaboration with the ILO ProAgro
Project, the Sidama Development
Association (SDA), the Bureau of
Agriculture, and the Jobs, Skills and
Enterprise Development Bureau
(JSEDB).The initiative forms part

of a regional commitment to
improve market access, drive digital
transformation, and empower
agripreneurs across key value chains
including poultry, horticulture, and
avocado.

A digital platform to strengthen
agribusiness and expand decent work

The new Hub combines digital tools,
technical services, and enterprise
support to connect farmers,
SMEs, cooperatives, and service
providers to real-time information
and essential resources. It will
offer agricultural and market data,
digital advisory support, business
development services, and linkages
with research institutions, buyers,
and input suppliers.

Highlighting the regional
government’s commitment to
advancing digital agriculture, H.E.
Desta Ledamo, President of the
Sidama Region, emphasized the
transformative role of the new
centre. He stated: “Modernizing
our agriculture requires timely
information, strong market access,
and improved productivity. This
digital information hub plays a vital
role in achieving these goals and
expanding opportunities for our
farmers.”

“The Hub is not just a physical
space — it is a collaborative platform
designed to connect people, ideas,
and resources,’ said Khumbula
Ndaba, ILO Country Director for
Ethiopia Djibouti, Somalia, South
Sudan and Sudan.“It will strengthen
agribusiness value chains, provide
access to digital technologies

and real-time agricultural data,

and enhance market linkages and
business development services

for thousands of producers and
enterprises.”

Innovation exhibition showcases
market-ready solutions

Held alongside the inauguration,
the Sidama Agricultural Innovation
Exhibition 2025 brought together
more than 25 innovators, agritech
firms, SMEs, cooperatives,
universities, research institutes, and
financial institutions.
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https://ethiopia.un.org/en/309077-ilo-launches-digital-agri-business-hub-hawassa-sidama-region-ethiopia

Ethiopia and the UN Celebrate 80 Years of Partnership

Ethiopia and the United Nations
commemorated 80 years of
partnership.

Ethiopia and the United Nations
commemorated 80 years of
partnership, bringing together
diplomatic missions, international
organizations, government leaders,
and development partners.

In his welcome remarks, H.E. Dr.
Gedion Timothewos, Minister

of Foreign Affairs of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
underscored the enduring
importance of the UN.

“The United Nations, eighty years
wise, remains an indispensable
institution for countries large and
small. It must therefore be equipped
with the means and resources
necessary to fulfil its mandate.”

Dr. Gedion also highlighted Africa’s

evolving leadership within the UN
system, emphasizing the continent’s
commitment to shaping a more
representative, just, and responsive
multilateral order.

Speaking on behalf of the United
Nations, Dr. Aboubacar Kampo,
UN Resident and Humanitarian
Coordinator (a.i.), reflected on the
historical depth of the partners
and the path ahead.

“We do not celebrate on
anniversary.We celebrat
partnership — deep, en
shaped by history.”

He described Ethiopia’s e
and ongoing contributions
international cooperation, fr
leading the global fight against
colonialism to pioneering UN
peacekeeping and championing

African unity and multilateralism.

Full story

UNOPS and Ethiopia Partner on $8.1 miIn Rural Connectivity Project

UNOPS and the Government of
Ethiopia’s Ministry of Urban and
Infrastructure (MoUI) have signed

an $8.1 million agreement to

boost rural connectivity through

the procurement of 88 specialized
earth-moving vehicles. Funded by the
World Bank, this initiative is a core

part of the Rural Connectivity for
Food Security Program.

The fleet including motor graders,
vibratory rollers, wheel loaders, and
dump truckswill be used to build
and maintain all-weather roads in
rural areas. These improvements aim

to connect farming communities to

markets, reduce transportation costs,
cut post-harvest losses, and enhance
access to essential services like
healthcare and education.

This project directly suppg
Sustainable Developmen
(SDGs), including SDG 2
Hunger) by strengthenin
systems, SDG 9 (Industr
and Infrastructure) throug
rural infrastructure, and SO
(Sustainable Cities and Com
by improving access to basic se
It also contributes to SDG 8 (Dece
Work and Economic Growth) and
SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals)

by fostering multi-stakeholder
collaboration.
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Muktar’s Inspiring Journey of Recovery from the Struggles of Irregular
Migration

Muktar Jemal

At just 20 years old, Muktar Jemal
has already faced more challenges
than most encounter in a lifetime.

Born in Denguro Woreda in Oromia
region’s Wolega area, Muktar was

forced to leave school in the eighth
grade due to conflict and insecurity
in his hometown.

Determined to support his family, he

worked on farms before moving to

Addis Ababa, where he found work
as a dishwasher in a hotel. However,
the low income left him yearning for
a better future.

Encouraged by his older brother
who had been living in Sudan a
returned to Ethiopia, Muktar,
the difficult decision to mig
irregularly in search of be
opportunities in Sudan. A
a friend, he set off on a
to Sudan, where they w
seasonal labourers harve

PEOPLE

For four months, they toile
the sun, but life took a deva
turn when Muktar’s identificatie
documents were confiscated, and |
was assaulted, leaving him physically
and emotionally scarred.

Full story

UNDP-Supported PCB Management in Ethiopia: Advancing Toward the
Stockholm Convention Deadline

olychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

o longer be produced. Still,
acy continues to pose a
hreat to human health
vironment—especially in
like Ethiopia, where older
infrastructure remains in

ional inventory identified 2,435
B-containing transformers, with
92% (2,242 units) still in active use in

Ethiopia. These transformers contain
over one million kilograms of PCB-
laden dielectric fluid, much of which
is located in densely populated urban
areas, thereby heightening the risk of
contamination and exposure.

The country’s PCB challenge stems
largely from decades of inadequate
management of obsolete electrical
equipment and the absence of
proper regulatory and disposal
systems. Addressing this required
coordinated national action—and
strong global support.

What are PCBs?

PCBs are synthetic oily or waxy
chemicals widely used in electrical
equipment such as transformers, as
well as in insulation materials and
cooling systems. Although banned
globally due to their extreme toxicity
and persistence, PCBs continue to
linger in the environment.

As persistent organic pollutants,

PCBs accumulate in soil, water, and
living organisms. They move up the
food chain and can cause long-term
damage to the immune, reproductive,
and nervous systems in both humans
and wildlife. Today, the most common
sources of PCB exposure are older
electrical appliances that remain in
operation.

Full story
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